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master the intricate windings of the passages. He will
enter in to explore them joyfully, for they are a perfect
feast of Oriental genre subjects depicted in the richest of
subdued harmonious colouring; but if he wishes to emerge
again, he had better charter a guide !
The alleys are lit only by small holes pierced in the crowns
of the vaulting; and so solid seem the beams of light that
fall athwart the dustladen gloom, that the passenger
instinctively checks his pace before he ventures to breast
them.
The townsfolk are mostly Persians; and the typical
costume of the lower classes consists of father loose trousers,
with a wide-skirted tunic coming down as low as the knee
and girt at the waist with a sash. Over this they usually
wear a sleeveless jacket of brown frieze, and the cap is of
light brown felt, shaped like half a gourd. It is practically
the same dress that we see represented as Persian on the
old Greek sculptures. ' Richer men wear a full-skirted coat
of dark blue, with a cap of black astrachan.
The working women wear much 'the same costume as the
men, except that the tunic is rather longer, and the trousers
rather tighter. Also, the colour of their garments is usually
dull red, while that of the men is blue or grey; and they
muffle the upper part of the body in a voluminous wrapper
of indigo blue. The country women, when they have
finished their marketing, are accustomed to discard their
trousers directly they get outside the city gate. They then
pack their purchases in the legs, and march off with them
on-their necks like a yoke, quite unconscious of the least
impropriety!
Urmi plain is a proverb for richness in Persia, and its
cultivators (Christian for the most part) have an hereditary
skill in their art. They grow some seven and twenty varieties -
of grape, and the export of raisins to Russia is a very large
one. The grapes when gathered are dipped in a strong
solution of lye to keep off wasps, and so exposed to dry for
a fortnight on earthen floors sloping to the sun. Few things
in the country are more striking than the mass of purple